
A p r i l  19, 1973 

Virginia  Apgar, V . D ,  
BOX 2000 
White P la ins ,  New Aork 

WR 2 5 1973 

Dear D r .  Apgar: 

Today I watched you on the  P h i l  Donahue 
show over the  Jacksonvi l le ,  Flor ida s t a t i o n ,  
I w a s  so impressed by your presenta t ion  and 
your "down t o  earth approach t o  the  complex 
problems and temninology80f genet ics ,  I am 
sure  that  many lay persons i n  the  t e l ev i s ion  
audiance learned a grea t  deal  f rom your in t e r -  
view. 

For t e n  years ,  I was a Direc t ress  of  a 
p r iva t e  center  f o r  handicapped children. In  
this  work, 1 encountered many pasents who asked 
s i m i l i a r  questlons t h a t  were d i rec ted  t o  you 
f r o m  the  audiance during today's show. I hope 
t h a t  my answers came close t o  yours and t h a t  
the  parents  l e f t  my o f f i c e  w i t h  as much hope 
and knowledge as you encourage within people, 
P r eg re t  t h a t  I d i d n t t  have your new book as 
a re ference  manual t o  use i n  my work. I am 
wr i t ing  some o f  the  par6nts i n  the  Louisvi l le ,  
Kentucky area where I worked and m suggesting 
t h a t  they get  a copy of t he  book mentioned on 
t h e  Donahue show t h i s  morning. 



2. 

My husband w a s  a fellow a t  t h e  University 
of Louisv i l le  and s tudied for his fellowship year 
i n  gentktics and r e t a rda t ion  under D r .  Eernard 
Weisskopf, formally of John's Hopkins. My hus- 
and and I met you i n  Dublin, I re land  i n  June, 
1970 a t  t h e  In te rna t iona l  Irish-American P e d i a t r i c  
Meeting. We w i l l  never forge t  how gracious you 
were t o  us and how kind you were t o  speak w i t h  us 
during t h e  t ea - t ime  breaks. The l e c t u r e  you gave 
was most impressive. That t r i p  and seminar was 
t h e  .'sighlight o f  my husband's long medical t r a i n -  
ing. 

Today my husband i s  a ped ia t r i c i an  i n  p r i -  
va t e  prac t ice .  He i s  working very closely w i t h  
t h e  l o c a l  B i r t h  Defects Council and t h e  National 
Foundation programs. I n  his  own way, he i s  con- 
t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  work you s t a r t e d  and support to- 
day. 

I w a s  amused when you commented th i s  morn- 
ing t h a t  a physician's ch i ld  3 s  apt  t o  have an 
Apgar Score of 11. When our daughter was born 
th ree  years  ago, she not only scored 11; but a l so  
l e f t  t h e  del ivery room w i t h  a pink ribbon i n  her  
ha i r ! !  fly coincidence, my husband was t h e  r e s i -  
dent on duty t h a t  night  and w a s  assigned t o  a t tend  
del ivery,  much against  his planning. However, it 
w a s  t h e  happiest  night  i n  his l i f e  t o  be there .  

We a r e  anxious t o  read your new book and 
hope you w i l l  continue t o  wr i t e  f o r  t h e  many 
worried parents  o f  newborn chi ldren.  


